
SKILLED BIRTH ATTENDANT COVERAGE
Outcome indicator, SDG indicator

Indicator Phrasing

English: % of women aged 15 – 49 years who were attended by skilled health personnel during their
most recent live birth

French: % de femmes âgées de 15 à 49 ans qui ont été prises en charge par du personnel médical
compétent durant leur accouchement le plus récent d’un enfant vivant

Spanish: % de mujeres de entre 15 y 49 años que fueron atendidas por personal sanitario cualificado
durante su último parto vivo

Portuguese: % de mulheres com idades entre os 15 e os 49 anos que foram assistidas por pessoal de
saúde qualificado durante o parto do seu mais recente nado-vivo

Czech: % žen ve věku 15 – 49 let, u kterých během posledního porodu asistoval kvalifikovaný
zdravotní personál

What is its purpose?

Delivery with a skilled attendant reduces the risk of a woman or her child dying during delivery. The
indicator therefore assesses the proportion of women whose last delivery was attended by a skilled
health personnel (i.e. doctor, nurse or midwife).

How to Collect and Analyse the Required Data

Collect the following data by conducting individual interviews with a representative sample of women
aged 15 – 49 who in the past 2 years delivered a live child:

 

RECOMMENDED SURVEY QUESTIONS (Q) AND POSSIBLE ANSWERS (A)

Q1: Who assisted with the delivery of this child?

A1: (record all mentioned)

1) doctor

2) nurse

3) midwife

4) traditional birth attendant

5) community health worker

https://www.indikit.net/userfiles/files/Rapid%20Guide%20to%20Survey%20Sampling_FINAL.pdf


6) family member/ friend

7) other

8) no one

 

To calculate the indicator’s value, divide the number of respondents who were assisted either by a
doctor or a nurse or a midwife by the total number of respondents. Multiply the result by 100 to convert
it to a percentage.

Disaggregate by

Disaggregate the data by place of delivery (e.g. hospital, health clinic, home), type of skilled personnel
(doctor, nurse, midwife), respondent’s location (rural / urban), age and socio-economic characteristics
(wealth quintile, level of education).

Important Comments

1) Use the following two questions to assess whether the respondent is “aged 15 – 49 years and
had a live birth in the last 2 years”:

Q: What is your age?

A: specify: ______ / won’t say

 

Q: In the past two years, did you give birth to a child that was alive when it was born?

A: yes / no / won’t say

 

2) Skilled health personnel is an accredited health professional - such as a midwife, doctor,
nurse or auxiliary nurse/ midwife - who has been educated and trained to proficiency in the skills
needed to manage uncomplicated pregnancies, childbirth and the immediate postnatal period, and in
the identification, management and referral of complications in women and newborns. Traditional
birth attendants and community health workers, trained or not, are excluded from the
category of skilled attendants for delivery.

  

E-Questionnaire

- XLS form for electronic data collection - indicator Skilled Birth Attendant Coverage

Access Additional Guidance

- WHO (2013) AMTSL - New WHO Recommendations Help to Focus Implementation
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